
“THANK YOU! I AM NO LONGER THE LAUGHING 

STOCK OF THE TOWN” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is what an emotional Bagcinile Nene (46), who heads a family of 42, had to say when MEC for 

Human Settlements and Public Works, Ravi Pillay, visited her family in Abaqulusi Municipality, Ward 

17 (Mondlo) to officially hand over two Operation Sukuma Sakhe (OSS) houses. 

The two houses are an intervention from a Government Programme, held at the beginning of this 

year, where the MEC for Social Development, Weziwe Thusi identified a family of 42 members 

occupying a make–shift home. She then promised the family that she would speak to MEC Pillay and 

assured the family that they would be back to hand over two houses. 

This promise was fulfilled and Bagcinile Nene could not contain her tears when she finally realised that 

her dream of providing shelter for her family was realised. “I would like to thank this responsive 

government for answering my prayers in such a short space of time,” said Nene. 

Bagcinile said she had been the laughing stock of the area for a very long time with people mocking 

her that she lives in “a half loaf bread house”. 

MEC Pillay assured Ward 17 community members that the government of the day is indeed a 

responsive government and will continue to change the lives of the people of KwaZulu–Natal. 

MEC Pillay then visited the community of Bhekuzulu to hand over Social Economic Amenities in the 

form of a Community Hall, Creche and Business Centre valued at R12 million. 

The Social and Economic Amenities Programme was initiated after the Department’s name change 

from “Housing” to “Human Settlements”. The aim of this programme was to achieve sustainable 

human settlements by ensuring that communities have access to amenities such as Sports fields, 

Community Halls, Creches and Multi–Purpose/Business Centres. 


