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Remarks at the KZN Govan Mbeki Awards by the Honourable RR Pillay MPL, 

MEC for Human Settlements and Public Works, Durban, Tuesday, 2 June 2015 

 

Honourable Chairperson and members of the Human Settlements portfolio 

committee, MPs and MPLs,  

His Worship the Mayor of eThekwini Municipality who is our local host 

Their Worships the Mayors,  

Deputy Mayors, Speakers, Chief Whips and Councillors,  

Amakhosi,  

Director-General of the national department 

Head of Department,  

Senior government officials and municipal managers,  

Industry partners,  

Religious, business and community leaders,  

Members of the media,  

Students and interns,  

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen  

Sanibonani nonke. 

 

“If someone were to ask me what it's like 

I would tell that person that the only thing you can feel coming off a 72 year old who's 

nearly spent a quarter of a century behind bars is strength 

Strength radiates from behind his thick glasses 

Strength radiates from his arthritic hands 

Strength radiates from his grey hair 

Strength radiates from his jaw line 

Strength radiates from his soul 

Strength radiates” 
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Those words were written by a then 14 year old after visiting his imprisoned 

grandfather, freedom fighter Govan Archibald Mvuyelwa Mbeki - born July 8 1910 

and passed on August 30 2001. 

We gather this evening, in the 60th year of the Freedom Charter and in the name of 

Isithwalandwe Govan Mbeki to honour his unblemished record of honesty, integrity 

and diligence in public service.  

ISITHWALANDWE means "the one who wears the plumes of the rare bird".  It was 

traditionally bestowed only on the bravest warriors of the people, on those who 

distinguished themselves for exceptional qualities of leadership and heroism. 

The warrior who radiated infinite strength, Govan Mbeki was a guiding light in the 

national democratic revolution.  We celebrate 21 years of that freedom and 

democracy that he dedicated his life for.  

Oom Gov was a revolutionary, an educator, a publicist, organiser and leader of our 

people over many decades. We remember him in the annals of South African 

freedom as having the qualities of selflessness and utter devotion to the cause of the 

oppressed our country. 

The revolutionary newspaper, Spark described him thus: ‘Beneath his quiet charm 

and gentle smile, a ruthless determination to reach his goal—the emancipation of his 

people.’  President Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana commanded us first to seek the 

political kingdom.  That goal of political freedom we have won. The goal of radical 

economic transformation remains the task we have to work hard for, every minute, 

every day. 

The blueprint leading us is the National Development Plan (NDP).  In the Province of 

KwaZulu-Natal the NDP is mirrored by the Provincial Growth and Development Plan 

(PGDP) and a number of other implementation tools among which we count the 365 

day targets clearly set out by our Honourable Premier. 

KwaZulu-Natal is a credible player on the national housing delivery terrain. I want to 

acknowledge the human settlements team at provincial and national level, 
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municipalities, contractors and partners like the NHBRC, Rental Tribunal, HDA and 

the banks for the accolades we have notched up.  

You have heard imbongi remind us that in 2014, the outstanding service delivery 

performance of the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Human Settlements won us the 

coveted “Best Province” title at the national Govan Mbeki Awards hosted by the 

Minister of Human Settlements.  

DG, I am very pleased that KZN goes into this year’s national awards in August as 

the defending champion still fully energised but with the competition from eight other 

provinces nipping at our heels. Beyond the top prize, KwaZulu-Natal also scooped a 

record eight awards at the prestigious gathering. 

The Department is target driven and we spend our full budget. This demonstrable 

track record led to the National Department of Human Settlements allocating 

additional funding of R236 million to the Department in the latter part of the 2014/15 

financial year. This amount derived from unspent funds from other provinces.  

In the 2013/14 financial year, 29,084 houses were built. This was followed in 

2014/15 by an equally impressive 29,312 units.  Looking forward we will make a 

sizable contribution to the Minister’s 1.5 million target over the MTEF period.  In the 

process we will spend over R10 billion on human settlements delivery. We are 

moving with speed but are fixated with quality and fair value.  

Beyond routine snag lists there have been no issues about quality in recent years. A 

report in a local newspaper last week misquoted Minister Sisulu that there are 

instances of shoddy workmanship in KZN. We have taken steps to correct that.  I am 

confident that our triple certification process has yielded the desired results.  

The Department is fully aware of the challenges that confront us.  Those are not 

insurmountable but confront them we must.  Our government has been clear and 

unequivocal in condemning land invasions and illegal occupations.  We have used 

all legal means at our disposal to ensure that service delivery is not derailed. 

Land invasions and illegal occupations impact negatively on the housing delivery 

process, sometimes interrupting service delivery indefinitely. While we are always 

sympathetic to the plight of the poor and respect the constitutional rights applicable 
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in genuine cases, it is a fact that shack lordism is a major driver of land invasions. 

We are also on record as registering our extreme concern at several instances of 

rank political opportunism in land invasions. 

In my budget speech earlier I noted that we require innovative thinking to meet 

current challenges. The 2015/2016 financial year will see a major shift to serviced 

sites as a key instrument of delivery.  We are in the process of rolling out 10 000 

serviced sites over the next three years. 

The potential sources for serviced sites are as follows: 

 Department of Human Settlements [1127 sites] 

 Department of Public Works [261 sites]  

 Project Linked Mega Projects [8571 sites] 

 State Owned Enterprises [yet to be established] 

 

We have also taken the position that the Department will only approve housing 

projects if bulk infrastructure funding is confirmed through a Council resolution and 

credible budgetary allocations.  

This will enable the Department to avoid situations where dwellings are constructed 

without services. I am mindful of the enormous political pressure Mayors and 

Councillors face. Planning and construction must however be a carefully coordinated 

process. 

I am also pleased to report that a Slums Clearance Plan was formulated and is 

monitored on a monthly basis. A Task Team was established. A total of 116 slums 

clearance projects were identified within the province where progress to date can be 

summarized as planning [10%], interim services [90%] and construction [70%], with 

three projects completed. Most of these projects occur in the eThekwini Metro.  

 

This action plan was developed to demonstrate our commitment to systematic and 

sustained interventions in addressing the indignities inherent in living in informal 

settlements.  
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Five slums clearance housing projects were identified as part of the 365 days 

commitments -in Msunduzi, KwaDukuza, Hibiscus Coast, eThekwini and Umdoni.  

The progress to date may be summarised as follows: 

• Msunduzi: Jika Joe Informal Settlements: 192 emergency houses 

completed & occupied. 

• KwaDukuza: Groutville Priority 2 and 5: 60% complete with 

sewers to be reticulated in July 2015. 

• Hibiscus Coast: Masinenge: Services [30%] and top structure 

[10%] under construction. 

• Umdoni: Umzinto: Phase 1 of 500 units is under construction with 

services [25%] and house construction [20%]. 

• eThekwini: Umlazi: 720 houses completed at Section D, H, Q 

and W. Infrastructural services are under construction at sections 

GX 7 and 8 and is 89% complete. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we are moving forward with speed.   

Please allow me to acknowledge and congratulate all the entrants in the 2015 Govan 

Mbeki Awards.  Whether you leave with an award or not this evening each of you 

have contributed significantly to moving our country forward.  The entrants here are 

the cream of the crop of human settlements delivery in our Province.  We are proud 

of your collective achievements. 

I thank you 
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