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Sanibonani nonke 

 

I bring you the greetings of the Premier, Mr Senzo Mchunu and the provincial 

government.  This past year we have made rural areas and this region in 

particular a key focus of government programmes.   

 

On Tuesday, I was again in Nongoma with uBaba uMacingwane and MECs Dr 

Radebe and Ms Peggy Nkonyeni.  The development of rural communities is  

high up on our agenda.   



You will recall President Jacob Zuma’s 2013 State of the Nation address where 

he presented our nation’s five priorities – education, health, the fight against 

crime, creating decent work as well as rural development and land reform. 

 

In inviting you, we said that this would be a dialogue. We had promised a 

dialogue in which there would be a conversation, a discussion, an exchange of 

ideas, an information flow, a channel of communication.  I want to honour the 

terms of that invitation. 

 

Programme director, let me therefore dispense with the usual pleasantries of a 

keynote address and reiterate a series of statements, policy positions and most 

importantly questions that I hope will assist that dialogue in unfolding in its 

fullest sense.   

 

Looking across this room, I see the key stakeholders from within our rural 

communities in our Province.  This meeting is an importnat consultation with 

you and how you would like to see rural development and rural housing in 

particular unfolding.   

 

Today and tomorrow’s programme is designed in such a way that we have the 

maximum participation possible.  I want to urge you as the stakeholders to 

take full advantage of that. 

 

The character of our democracy is that the legitimacy of our government is 

founded on consultation and participation or to extend that with language 

borrowed from the National Development Plan, Vision 2030, we need to have 

an active citizenry. 



 

You may recall that in my 2013 Budget Speech in the Provincial Legislature, I 

made the point that rural housing continues to be a key programme informed 

by the character of our Province.  

 

I also confirmed that in the past four years we have built approximately 44 000 

units and that a further 8,481 housing units is projected for the 2013-14 

financial year.  

 

I also said in the Budget speech that we will need to develop a much deeper 

social consensus on the need for the application of densification principles.  

 

I was guided in this regard by the Provincial Planning Commission which quite 

correctly pointed out the long term unsustainability of current rural settlement 

patterns.  

 

I am quite aware that the implementation of densification principles often 

meets resistance in rural areas and we will need to find ways to mediate this. 

 

You may also recall former Premier, Dr Zweli Mkhize’s promise that “by 2030 

rural communities in KwaZulu-Natal will have sustainable prosperity through 

viable development, growing economies, healthy and skilled people, full 

employment and universal access to all basic social services.” 

 

The then Premier also said,  “rural areas have got to become active social and 

economic centres where investors can see the potential of rural areas and 

the opportunities that  exist for business development so that we can create 



jobs, stimulate small enterprise development, link small businesses to markets, 

encourage small holder farmers to plough and sustain their farms and make 

them productive so that the future generations can see the improvement in 

their lives.” 

 

To quote that powerful adage from Lenin, “What is to be done?” 

 

As Human Settlements, our key responsibility is to ensure that the housing 

priorities are met. 

 

I want to therefore put the following series of questions to you with the 

expectation that when you leave here tomorrow afternoon we will have 

advanced this dialogue a step forward and have put the key arguments on the 

report of this gathering: 

 

1. What do we mean when we talk about the rural character of our 

province?   

 

2. Is it desirable to change the rural character of our Province? 

 

3. What are the special needs that distinguish our rural areas from peri-

urban and urban areas? 

 

4. What will be the content of a sound and integrated plan for efficient 

development of sustainable human settlements in rural areas? 

 



5. What are the obstacles to accelerating housing delivery with quality 

housing, densified settlements  and integrated development? 

 

6. How do you understand densification in rural areas?  What are the 

pitfalls or the opportunities presented by densification? 

 

7. What do you see as the capacity demands / capacity shortcomings in the 

human settlements space especially as it applies in individual rural areas 

across our Province? 

 

8. The Provincial Growth and Development Plan puts forward the Small 

Town Regeneration Programme. What human settlement initiatives do 

you think are necessary to ably support this programme?  

 

9. Various departments have a challenge of attracting professionals to 

work in rural areas due to lack of suitable accommodation in these 

areas. In an effort to build rural communities, and support the sector 

departments in achieving their service delivery goals, what can we do to 

meet the demand for the housing of these professionals? 

 

10. Do we need to rethink our procurement policy for rural housing?  Should 

we be looking at how we can use local materials more innovatively and 

more efficiently? 

 
These questions are by no means an exhaustive list.  I hope however that they 

will stimulate your thinking and that your deliberations will extend this list.   

 



In convening this dialogue and bringing my full senior team here today, we are 

saying to you that we are serious about advancing rural human settlements.   

 

I am also grateful for the support of the Chair and the Portfolio Committee on 

Human Settlements. 

 

Service delivery is the key measure by which our people will judge our 

government.   

 

To quote Premier Mchunu from his inauguration address, our “focus is greater 

delivery on the basic needs of our people …. our government is ready to deliver 

more than before!” 

 

Through these dialogues we are presenting you with the opportunity to work 

with us in a meaningful way in achieving that objective. 

 

Ngiyabonga 

 

 


