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Remarks by MEC for Human Settlements and Public Works Hon Ravi Pillay on 
the Occasion of the 2013 Govan Mbeki Awards Ceremony – Royal 
Showgrounds - Pietermaritzburg, Thursday 25th April 2013 

 

Programme Directors Mr Mthiyane and Ms Masuku; 

Colleague MEC for Finance, Ina Cronje; 

Colleagues MEC for Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs, N. Dube; 

His Worship, the Mayor of Msunduzi and our host Cllr. C Ndlela; 

The Chairperson of the Human Settlements Portfolio Committee Hon. L. Zwane, 

The Chairperson of the Public Works Committee, Hon. M. Frazer; 

Honourable Members of various Portfolio Committees present; 

Their Worships, District and Local Mayors from different municipalities present; 

Our Chief Accounting Officer, D-G, Mr N. Ngidi; 

Member of the Provincial Planning Commission Dr L. Bhengu, 

Heads of Human Settlements Departments from Eastern and Northern Cape; 

The Acting HOD for Human Settlements, Mr MOS Zungu; 

Municipal Managers present among us: 

Our partners and sponsors, Tongaat-Hulett Development, Nurcha, NHBRC, Corobrik 
and Chanti Travels to name just a few; 

Senior officials from Human Settlements Department and various municipalities; 

Distinguished guest and Ladies and gentlemen; 

Good Evening. Sanibonani. 

Honourable MECs, your worships and our distinguished guests, we have gathered 
here tonight on the very same day that our society was robbed one of its illustrious 
leaders and political activist in the history of liberation struggle, Cde Msizi Dube of 
Lamontville. 

It was on this fateful day 30 years ago that the forces of darkness snuffed the 
charismatic life of our leader Cde Msizi Dube who led a successful anti rent increase 
campaign under the crying banner of “Asinamali” against the discredited apartheid 
Administration Boards. 

Cde Dube was active in the human settlement arena as he led the Joint Rent Action 
Committee (JORAC). 

As we celebrate the selfless sacrifices of Cde Msizi Dube, we should at all times be 
guided by the principles he stood by. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, just yesterday we also commemorated the times and life of 
our great leader Cde O R Tambo – one of the greatest leaders this country has ever 
produced. 

Tonight’s awards ceremony has been named after the name of one of OR Tambo’s 
contemporaries in Oom Govan Mbeki. Oom Gov, as he was affectionately known 
amongst his peers, was a great teacher, a man of integrity. 

It is thus fitting, ladies and gentlemen, that these awards are associated with 
integrity, excellence and service to mankind. These attributes encapsulate the very 
traits that we have come to associate great revolutionaries like Tambo, Mbeki and 
Dube. 

The Awards were named after the late struggle stalwart Govan Mbeki in 2006 based 
on the role he played in human settlements, partnering with key partners in order to 
further the cause of building a nation free of inequality. 

In addition in show-casing and demonstrating excellent work done by the 
Department, the Awards also promote best practices in the delivery of the core 
mandate of the Department. 

In addition, the awards seek to motivate and honour all stakeholders and role players 
in the human settlement value chain.  

Among these include developers, building contractors, the banking sector, 
community-based organisations, building material suppliers and professional 
associations of consulting engineers and quantity surveyors. 

This year’s ceremony takes place against the background of an aggressive 
accelerated housing provision programme by the Human Settlements Department. 

The Department has embarked on this programme in pursuance of the objective of 
the Bill of Rights which enjoins the Provincial Government to ensure that the citizens 
of KwaZulu-Natal have access to decent housing.  

This is attested by the strides made since 2009 which has seen the Department 
providing 85 733 housing units with urban and rural spread as well as upgrading 6 
386 units in slum clearance programme. 

To address the gap market, the Department has made available a further 19 422 
units through the Enhanced Extended Discount Benefit Scheme Refurbishment.  

Project-linked subsidies have made it possible for another 16 142 units to be 
provided. This year alone, the Department will provide 2 500 subsidies for middle 
income earners.  

Ladies and gentleman, I stand here very much confident that of the nine provincial 
Human Settlements Departments, KwaZulu-Natal has been able to spend its entire 
2012/2013 housing development budget.  

We are also one of the provinces that have been able to deliver more houses in 
comparison with other provinces. Even during MINMEC meetings, I have argued for 
more funds to Minister Sexwale because of the demand for housing in this province. 
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We are hosting these awards tonight during a very exciting time in our province 
having recently witnessed the signing of the implementation protocol with the six 
High Capacity Municipalities that have qualified for accreditation in terms of the 
accreditation framework 

The six municipalities are: Newcastle, Emnambithi-Ladysmith, Hibiscus Coast, 
KwaDukuza, uMhlathuze and lastly Msunduzi which is our host this evening. 

It is gratifying to note that one of the categories tonight is that of the Best Accredited 
Municipality. We hope this will go a long way to encourage innovation, hard work 
whose resultant work will be in the form of excellent projects done in time. 

With the cooperation of the six municipalities, we hope that we would fast-track the 
packaging of human settlements projects as well as our turn-around time in projects 
delivery. 

Earlier on I alluded to the fact that we are one province that had been able to spend 
its budget allocation for housing development and this is attested by the fact that the 
Province of KwaZulu-Natal has the highest number of accredited municipalities 
which to date are seven including eThekwini Metro which obtained its accreditation 
several years ago. 

Housing Backlogs in terms of Census 2011 

The current housing backlog for the province is 742,019.  The bulk of this backlog 
resides in eThekwini almost 207 000 which translates to 30 percent of the total 
provincial housing backlog. 

This is followed by uMgungundlovu  at 81,191 housing units which translates to 11 
percent and Sisonke whose backlog is sitting at 67,281 units.   

This is concerning given that the population in Sisonke is highly dispersed 
(approximately 42 people per square kilometre.  The lowest backlog of houses is in 
Amajuba (15,285) at two percent.   

However, houses backlogs also need to evaluated within the context of the Multiple 
Deprivation Index.  The deprivation index measures unemployment, education, living 
environment, health, and income & material deprivation.  

Ladies and gentlemen, the vision of this Department of creating sustainable 
settlements is reflective of the two main objectives of the Habitat Declaration on 
Sustainable Human Settlements. 

These objectives are the right to basic shelter as a human right and the need of 
settlements to be socially, environmentally and economically sustainable.  

This vision emphasizes the policy objective of the Comprehensive Plan on Human 
Settlements of 2004 that delivery should be more demand-driven and that housing 
and other instruments should respond to the needs of people in their specific 
situations.     

In order achieve this vision, this Province is committed to the provision of integrated 
and sustainable human settlements through the provision of comprehensive housing 
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opportunities in alignment to the National outcomes based approach towards 
Sustainable Human Settlements and Improved Quality of Life. 

This also applies to the Millennium Development Goals with specific reference to 
Goal Number 7 which is to ensure environmental sustainability (Eradication of 
Slums).  Of critical relevance to this is the implementation of the Upgrading of 
Informal Settlements. 

According to the Informal Settlements Eradication Strategy for KwaZulu-Natal (2011) 
there are 635 informal settlements in the province of which 494 are in eThekwini. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have got quite a challenge but I remain optimistic that the 
challenges we are facing are not insurmountable. 

In memory of Msizi Dube, Govan Mbeki and OR Tambo, we dare not fail as doing so 
will be tantamount to betraying what they stood for and fought in the entirety of their 
lives. 

Priority projects such as the much-talked about Cornubia also seek to alleviate such 
backlog.  

Programme Directors, as a Department we have emphasised the optimal and 
sustainable use of land. 

Land is viewed as a resource, and strategies for optimal land use include 
densification of human settlements.  The department continues to align its projects 
with COGTA’s small town regeneration programme.  

Thus far, 23 projects for an estimated 14,500 units have been identified or are in 
pipeline within various municipalities for densification.  For the Informal Settlement 
Upgrade Programme, a densification strategy being followed is guided by municipal 
planning and design criteria. 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all the nominated projects and 
implementing agents as well as also extend our sincere heartfelt gratitude to our 
sponsors and partners who made tonight’s event possible with their generous 
donations of some of the prizes. 

 

I thank you! Ngiyabonga 


